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The Tragedy of La Llorona

by Daniel Aaron Ramirez

Orchestra

Flute

Clarinet (Bb)
Bass Clarinet (Bb)
Soprano Sax
Bassoon

*

Horn (F)
Trumpet/Flugelhorn (Bb)
Trombone

*

Orch. percussion (2)

*

Vibraphone
Acoustic Guitar
Harp
Piano
Bass
Various Percussion (1)**
- Hand Drums, perc. toys, etc.

*

Violin |
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Contrabass

**percussion part to be used as a guide. Improvisation highly encouraged. Choice of percussion instrument(s)
at the discretion of the performer and composer. Conga drums used as default. Perc. key available with part.



The Tragedy of LLa I.lorona

opera in two acts

The Tragedy of La Llorona (The Weeping Woman) is a two-act opera based on the Mexican ghost story of a
woman condemned to wander, wailing into the night in search of her lost children; dragging

unsuspecting people to their watery grave.

Set in 19th-century Alta Calilfornia, the opera tells the story of Dolores — a young woman who
yearns for more to her life and fears being overlooked due to her gender and class as well as the
time and place into which she was born. The coming threat of the pirate Hipolito Bouchard gives

Dolores the chance to prove herself.

While trying to find her identity and realize her prodigious talents, however, Dolores falls prey to
the temptations of power and control which eventually drive her mad and warp her into the

ghostly spirit.

The Tragedy of La Llorona uses the Mexican legend as a jumping-off point to explore themes of

power and control, as well as time and identity against a backdrop of mystery and desire.

Characters

Dolores — Young woman, orphaned descendant of Los pobladores (mezzo-soprano)
Priestess— Parental figure and spiritual leader to Dolores (contralto)

Francisco — Dolores’s childhood best friend (baritone)

Ignacio — Spanish Governor of Alta California (tenor)

Isabelle — Distant cousin of Ignacio (soprano)

Abuelita — Narrator (played by Priestess)

Townsfolk, dancers, soldiers

Place: Puebla de la Reina de los Angeles, Alta California (near modern day Los Angeles)
Time: 1818 — 1824 (during the Mexican War of Independence)



Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet

Soprano Sax

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Vibraphone

Guitar

Harp

Piano

Bass

Hand Drums

Dolores

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Cello

Bass

Act I — Scene

Dolores

I

Daniel Aaron Ramirez

Scene 1: Pueblo de los Angeles. 1818. Town square outside the Church. Townsfolk come and go but
Dolores is lost in her own thoughts on the edge of the square. The Priestess watches on Dolores from the Church.
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Priestess
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